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Reported by Mr. Wrrerrer, without amendment
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To amend section 606 of the Comnwmications et of 1934 for
the purpose of granting to the President, in time of war or
threatened war, certain powers with respect to communica-

tions by wire.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives Of. the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 That scction 606 of the Communications Act of 1934,
4 amended (U. S. C., 1940 edition, title 47, sec. 606),
5 herehy amended by striking ont ““ (d) ” in subsection (d) and
6 inserting in licu thercof “(c)”, and by inserting after sub-
7 scction (¢) anew subsection as follows:
8 “Ad) Upoh proclamation by the President that there ex-

9 ists a state or threat of war involving the United States, the
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President, if he deems it necessary in the interest o) the na-
tional sccurity and defense, may, daring a period ending not
later than six months after the termination of such state or
threat of war and not later than such earlier date as the Con-
gress by concurrent 1'@.\‘01111“'1011'1;1:1_\(_. designate, (1) suspend
or amend the rules and regulations applicable to any or all
facilitics or stations for wire communication within the juris-
diction of the United States as preseribed by the Commission,
(2) eanse the closing of any facility or station for wire com-
munication and the removal therefrom”of its apparatus and
equipment, or (3) anthorize the use or control of any such
facility or station and its anparatus and equipment by any
department of the Government nnder such regulations as he
may prescribe, upon just compensation to the owners.”

Ste. 2. Such section ‘606 is further amended by insert-
ing at the end thercof two new subsections as follows:

“(f) Nothing in subsection (¢) or (d) shall be con-
strued to amend, repeal, impair, or affect existing laws or
powers of the States in relation to taxation or the lawful
police regulations of the several States, except wherein such
laws, powers, or regulations may affect the transmission of
Government communications, or the issue of stocks and bonds
by any communication system or systems.

“(g) Nothing in subsection (c¢) or (d) shall be con-

strued to authorize the President to make any amendment
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to the rules and regulations of the Commission which the
Commission would not be authorized »y law to make; and
nothing i subsection (d) shall be construed to authorize
the President to take any action the force and effect of which
shall continue heyond the date after which taking of such
action would not have been authorized.”

Passed the House of Representatives Deceinber 19, 1941,

Attest: - SOUTH TRIMBLE,
Clerk.
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Drcrmnrr 22, 1941

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce

To amend section GO6 of the Communications Act of 1934 for
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the purpose of granting to the President, in time of war or
threatened war, certain powers with vespect to communica-

tions by wire.

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That section 606 of the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended (U. S. C., 1940 cdition, title 47, sec. 608), is
hereby amended by striking out “ (d) ” in subsection (d) and
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inserting in lieu thercof “(e)”, and by inserting after sub-
section. (¢) a new subsection as follows:
“(d) Upon proclamation by the President that there ex-

ists a state or threat of war involving the United States, the
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President, if he deems 1t necessary in the interest of the na-
tional sccurity and defense, may, during a period ending not
later than six months after the termination of such state or
threat of war and not later than such earlier date as the Con-
gress by concurrent resolution may designate, (1) suspend
or amend the rules and 1'cgulati6ns applicable to any or all
facilities or stations for wire communication within the juris-
diction of the United States as prescribed by the Commission,
(2) cause the closing of any facility or station for wire com-
munication and the removal therefrom of its apparatus and
equipment, or (3) authorize thc use or control of any such
facility or station and its apparatus and equipment by any
departiment of the Government wnder such reguintions as he
may preseribe, upon just compensation to the owners.”

Snrc. 2. Such scction 606 is further amended by insert-
ing at the end thereof two new subscctions as follows:

“(f) Nothing in subsection (¢) or (d) shall be con-
strued to amend, repeal, impair, or affect existing laws or
powers of -the States in relation to taxation or the lawful
. police régula.tions of the several States, except wherein such
laws, powers, or regtlations may affect the transmission of
Government communications, or the issue of stocks and bonds
Ly any communication system or systems.

“(2) Nothing in sabscetion (¢) or (d) shall be con-
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strued to authorize th. President to make any amendment



W [N\ et

[ L B e

3

to the rules and regulations of ti ¢ Commission which the
Gornn‘ﬁssion would not be autho .zed by law to make; and
nothing in snbsection (d) shall be construed to authorize
the President to take.any action the force aad offeet of which
shall continue beyond the date after which taking of such
action would not have been authorized.”

Passed the House of Representatives December 19, 1941.

Attest: © SOUTH TRIMBLE,
Clerk.



